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The Globus Toolkit Monitoring and Discovery System (MDS4) defines and implements mechanisms for service and
resource discovery and monitoring in distributed environments. MDS4 is distinguished from previous similar systems
by its extensive use of interfaces and behaviors defined in the WS-Resource Framework and WS-Notification
specifications, and by its deep integration into essentially every component of the Globus Toolkit.
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MDS4 can be viewed as an exemplary use case for the WS-Resource The neck of the MDS4 “protocol hourglass” (shown right)
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particular: information representation, such as the GLUE schema. Below GLUE Schema Atrbutey [ St

- WS-ResourceProperties defines a mechanism by which Web services can the neck of the hourglass, MDS4 interfaces to different local otons ity S oty rotiieation

describe and publish resource properties, or sets of information about a information sources, translating their diverse schemas into

resource. Resource property types are defined in the service’s WSDL, and appropriate XML schema transmitted over WS-RF/WS-N
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= WS-BaseNotification defines a subscription/notification interface for information sources that MDS4 implements. SRAMBEIRES et

accessing resource property information.

= WS-ServiceGroup defines a mechanism for grouping related resources
and/or services together as service groups.
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